A Long and Shared History
Holy Family Parish and Holy Trinity Parish have a shared history with both being
one parish for sixty years. As time moved on and as the circumstances changed, they
were formed into two parishes and then as times changed again the two parishes
were twinned and drawn together again in 2014.
Over these past five years we have recognised our common heritage and our
common sense of purpose and our community has been broadened and enlivened.
Like two rivers that join together to form one mighty river, so our parish is like two
streams of grace that have been brought together to continue the Church’s mission
and to make known the salvation of Our Lord.

The Church Today
The Church today faces many challenges. Many parishes around the world and
around Australia are uniting to work together. With a drastic decline in the number
of Priests there are less and less available to serve us and to minister the grace of the
Mass and the Sacraments. In some instances, such as Auckland, twelve parishes are
to be merged into one parish, and even closer to home there are parishes which serve
up to six churches. In the Granville Catholic Community, we are fortunate in that we
have two churches and a history of collaboration and sharing.

One Parish
Since the twinning of the two parishes we have worked together to build up our
community. We have worked to strengthen the bonds that we share and so form one
community. The work we have done, from administration to liturgical events to
social media have been recognised by the diocese and by other parishes, and much
of what we have done has been adopted by them or given as an example for others
to follow. And there have been opportunities for us which, without our two
churches, we would never have been able to undertake. The Good Friday
“Crosswalk” is a great example of this. For five years now, each Good Friday, we
have walked the way of Our Lord as one community as we journeyed from Holy
Trinity Church to Holy Family Church, stopping to pray the Stations of the Cross at
the homes of parishioners along the way. On the Solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary we have carried Our Lady by candlelight through our
neighbourhood. Last year we had our first parish pilgrimage retreat where we

walked from Holy Family Church to Holy Trinity Church, praying the Stations of
the Cross and stopping at each of our parish schools to pray the Holy Rosary. From
our shared parish fairs to our “Parish Outdoor Movie Night”, from “Carols on the
Lawn” to “Carols by Candlelight” to our “Holy Family Carols”, from Divine Mercy
Sunday to Red Wednesday, from “Party at the Parish” to “Picnic at the Parish,” from
our youth group to our friendship group, from morning teas to pancake suppers, we
have come together to celebrate both by the worship of God and by fellowship with
parishioners.
The joining of our parishes has given us a wider community where parishioners not
only attend Mass and devotions across both churches, but with our annual
“Volunteer Drive,” now volunteer across the parish in a way that we were not able
to do before. Individuals and families who never knew one another, separated by
parish boundaries, have formed friendships which offer support in times of sadness
and in times of joy, and just in day to day life. Now we are being asked to bring that
good work to its fulfillment and to properly re-unite ourselves as one parish under
one name.

What Will This Mean?
Very little will change at all!
Instead of being joined under the name Granville Catholic Community we will be
united under the name of a new patron. But nothing will change in regards to what
we see day to day. Both churches, Holy Family Church and Holy Trinity Church will
stay the same with both keeping their names and both remaining and operating as
they do now.
Our parish pastoral council is already joined, our catechists work together to form
one united group, and we have one parish bulletin. So most of it will be about the
internal administration. It will mean that instead of operating as two organisations
for the sake of civil and canonical law we will have one administration. And it will
mean that we can now better share our resources and so continue to build on what
we have already achieved but in a far more effective, efficient and productive way
because we will no longer need to duplicate our work. It will mean we can draw on
our resources to better care for our churches and our parish buildings. It will mean
we can better co-ordinate and strengthen our fundraising initiatives both for our
parish and for those in need. It will mean that we can move forward with confidence
and strength, entrusting ourselves to divine providence, and knowing that the grace
of the Holy Trinity and the blessing and intercession of the Holy Family will be with
us.

Your Participation
As we look to the future and seek to move forward we are invited to consider how
we can do this so as to continue to build on what we have already achieved together.
We have already done so much to cultivate and to nurture our shared community

and now we look confidently to how we can constructively contribute to the future.
A survey is being prepared for you to share your personal views on how we can
constructively develop this process. The link will soon be available on our Facebook
pages and on our websites or you can put something in writing. And there will be a
chance for an informal gathering on Sunday, 29 March at 6:30 p.m. at Delany College
on Grimwood Street, Granville for us to share our views.
With the changing circumstances of the Church and of our world we need to look at
the bigger picture of our place in the universal Church and how we share our
Catholic faith with others across our diocese. The hope we have is that we will
contribute to ensuring that the Catholic faith in our geographical area of Granville
will be strengthened and revitalised, to the benefit of both our community now and
for the generations to come.
In whatever way you are drawn to assist, know that what you do is not only for
others who share in our community but is also for the praise and glory of Our Lord
Jesus Christ in whom we profess our faith and devotion.
In a world and in a time where Christianity is looked down on we have a unique
opportunity to show that we are proud of our Christian heritage, and more
importantly that we are working together for a common outcome. As Pope St. John
XXIII once said: “It is now for the Catholic Church to bend herself to her work with
calmness and generosity. It is for you to observe her with renewed and friendly
attention.” We pray that all of us together will work with a sense of faith, hope, and
love under the guidance of the Most Holy Family and the Most Blessed Trinity. We
pray that they will bless our efforts and grant us the grace to sustain us now and into
the future.
✠
O God, you have made us the Church of your dear Son. Make our community a
family of one heart and mind in love towards you. Keep our service of others faithful
to the example and command of Christ. May we cultivate the many gifts you create
in us to share your abundant life and divine love with all those present in our lives.
Nourish and unite us through the Holy Sacrament. Fill us with hope and joy and a
renewed sense of love and devotion to you. We pray through the intercession of the
Most Holy Family and Blessed Trinity that they will guide and protect our
community always. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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